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Annnal Message of
JOHEHN W. GEARTY,
@Governor of Peunnsylvania.

(;extLEMEN ~—From the days of William ‘

Peun, the zreat and pious founder of our |
Usmmounwesith, it has been the universal
castom of my  predecessors, when making

Assembly. to ackvowledge their gratirude to, |

zod dependence upun the Great ;
the Universe.  In imitation of their noble
example, let us earnestly invole H's bless

ing and guidance in cur eflorts to perform |

the grest work of legislation now before us,
in sach manner as to weet His approbation, |
u= well as thet of our common constirnenss
In trunsmitting to yoa the seventy ninth |
annual message sinee the organization of the
resent State governent, it affords me the |
f:igheal gratification to congratulate yon and |
our fellow-citizens generally on their enjoy-
ing, toan unusual degree, the blessings of
health and nostinted prosperity: and that

and boast of every true hearted patriot—al- |
thoueh tried aguin in the erucible of a heat
ed pelitical contest, the heavings of popular
passion, and the colilsion of parties, from
which we have just emerged, remain unim-
paired snd vital 1o every part.

[ nder such auspicious circumstances you
have assem:bled, for the purpose of discharg-
g the lmportant duties, and nssuming the
rpevial responsibilities which devolve upon
you. It is extremely difficult,even with the
grestest caution in your deliberations, to en-
act faws that wili fully meet the expectations
and approbation of all the people ; but miuch
of this difficulty may be overcome by avoid
ing legislanion for personal and special inter-
cots, 2od not being anmindtal of the magni-
tude of the interests of the Siate, and of its
rapidly advancing population, wealth and
influence to destinies beyond the reach of
human viston. A nobler heritage was ney-
er given toman then that which we possess ;
geogruphieally and politically of the great
vst Boportanes ;. an area of more than forty
four thousand square miles ; diversified with
mountains, vallevs, plains, rivers; mouan-
tains covered with majestie forests of valua
ble timber of alinost every variety ; plains
dotted with cowfortable homesteads, and
prosenting well cultivated farms and luxuori
eur fieids marked by the advancem~nt of ag
riculture—the purent, supporter and stimu-
lator of every species of wdustry, exchange
and eommeree : hills and valleys with teem
ingmines of all the va-ieties of voil,ir.n,il
salt and other minernis ; with farmers, man
ufacturers, mechanice, wool growers, coal
and iron mwiners, oil prodocers, and mer
chant= full of activity and eonfidence ; with
thousands of miles of railroads, and canals
to transter the vast products to market, and
secomumodate the travel of four millions of
baipy und prosperous people.  Nor should
we be forgetiul of edueation inall its branch
4, of the public charities, prisons, reform-
atories, the ecolleetion of properly imposed
tires, the speedy redmction of the State
debt, the preservation of order,and the more
certain proteetion of life, business and prop-
erty.  All these interests and perhaps oth
er< of equal importanee, demand legislation
of the most enlightened, liberal and com
prehensive character,

Io conformity to the requirements of th:
mstitution, I proceed to invite sour atten
tion to such mweasares us are deemed neces-
sary for your comsideration, and o assure
you of my willingness to share with vou the
anxicties and responsililities of all legis!ation
lated to advance the prosperity of the

-

| dated March 30, 1869, the Sinking
! Commissioners delivered all the obligations  servant.
of the Sunhury and Erie Railroad Company, |
| being third mortgage bonds, to the Alleghe- | to our penientiaries, lunatic asylums, aud |
ny Valley Railroad Company, ard recvived | other charitable and beneficial institutions, |
thevefor thirty five second mortgage bonds | without requiring from those who receive
| kin |
1 sand dollars.executed by the said Allegheny | the obieets intended.
their snoaal communieations to the General | Valley Railroad Company, and guaronteed  should be corrected without delay.  All of:
3 Co., the Nor- | ficors of the State who receive public mon-
giver of | thern Uentral R.R. Co.,and the Phil'a and | eys, not excepting the Governor,are requir-

of one hundred thousand dollars each, ma-
in all three million, five handred thou

y the Penasvlvania R,

weaith as follows, viz: The
said bonds ($100,000) shall be payable each
and every year, beginniug Janaary 1, 1875,

Liberal appropriations are made annually

and disburse the money any satisfactory ev-
idence that it hus been faichtully applied to
'his is wrong, und

Erie R. R. Co., payable to the Common- | ed by luw exd usage to settle their accounts,
g:im:ipa! one of | on proper vouchers, in the Auditor Gener |

!

al’s office. This is right; and there is no |
good reason why the same accountability

and so contiouing annually thereafter until | should not be enforeed against all those who

! the satd sum of three million, five hnndred | receivs anmually sneh large sums of money |

thousand dollars shall Le paid, with inte.est | from the bountyof the Commonwealth, T,

thereon from January 1, 1872,

therefore, reeommend that u law be passed |

The citizens of Pennsylvania bave always | Tequiring all persons who receive and dis-

borne taxation not only patiently but cheer-
fully, and they are stili as willing as ever to

coutribute to the payment of all the obliga- |
tions resting upon the State: but they ex- |
our prioeiples and institutions—the pride | pect their public servants who are intrusted :

with the management of their affairs, 1o sct
upon the most prodent and economical basis,

1o a word, they demand reform in the man- | the monuy,
agement of the financial affuirs of the State, | islature through
and. as far as possible, the retrenchmeut of | Pristions are renreserted to be proeured,

all nonecessary expenditares,
On the 30tk of Jgnuury last, replying to
a resolution of the Senate, | said :

the honor to acknowledge the reecipt, thro' |

the clerk of your honorable body, a copy of | Subject.

burse State appropriatioBs, to take proper |
vouchers for all moneys so expended by |
thew, and to make quarterly sectlements of |
the sawe in the Auditor Generul's office. |
This is important, not only to protect the |
interests of the State, but also the good
name of those who receive and disburse
aod of the members of the Leg
whose influence the appro- |

_For naoy yeurs the general appropriation
billsa have been sigued on the day ot the

[ have adjournment of the Legisiature, aud [ hore

repeat wy sugrestion of last year on this
*The Governor has been foreed

the following resolution, passed on the 12th  either to sign the bils without proper in

inst., 10 wit :
*“* Resoleed, That the Governor be request-
ed to submit some plan to the Senate to se

| cure the State from los, by the accumulation

of large smounts of surplus funds in the
Treusury.

tention o my wessage of January 8, 1868,in
which I say, ‘the balance now in the Treasu-
ry wight be rendered productive by being
invested in the bonds of the State, bearing
six per cent. interest;’ and to the message
of January 6, 1569, where 1 remark, ‘when-
ever there may be surplus funds in the
Treasury, they can with safety and benefit
to the State, be employed in the purchase of
its outstanding bonds, and in saving the in

terest on thews which would accumulate pri-
or to their waturity.” "'

Since waking these suggestions, and ma
turely deliberating upen the subjeet, | haye
seen no reason to change my mind in vela-
tion thereto ; and now submit the same plan,
wore specitienlly set forth, based u[:uu the
following statement of the loans of the Com
monwenlth, viz: Amount of over due loans,
including bank charter loans and relief notes
unredecmed, #3649.452 25, smount payalle
in 187, interest 5 per eent. §1.483.815 65;
payable in 1571, interest 6 per cent. $2,820,-
750 00 payable in 1872 interest 6 per cent.
$1,007,150 V) ; payable in 1872, interest 5
j er cent, $92.850 00 ,“payable 1577, inter
est 6 per cent. #7,909,600 W ; payable in
IN77, intercst 5 per cent. £3.934 400 00,
payable in 1878, interest 5 per cent. $321,-
000 00; payable in 1879, interuvst 6 per ecnt.
$400,000 00 ; payable in 1882, intesest 6
per cent. $9.273,050 00 ; payable in 1882,
iaterest 5 per cent, $3, 185,950 00 payable
in 1582 ipterest 44 per cent, 112,000 00 ;
amount of loans, $52, 510,047 90,

To the lignidation of these loans the sur
plus tunds in the Treasury could, with great
sropriety, beapphed.  This indebredness is

eld in bonds bearivg interest: and it will
readily be perceived thut this inte.cst will be
saved to the State up. n whatever amount of
these bonds may be redeemed. and the State

|

| d

“In reply, T beg leave to direct your at- | up, discussed and passed

| The whole sost of toition for the year is

: and the best intercsts of the Cow
nonwealth. I
FINANCES, |
From the reports of the Anditor General |
| State Treasurer.the following statement

be saved from all risks of loss by the acen
mulation of large amounts of surplus tunds
in the Treavary.

A few illustrations will show the benefi-
cial workings of this plan. At the termi-

= been carefully prepared, and exhilits
he receipts and disboursements for the fiseal |
arending November 30, 1869 Receipts ;
Hilance in Treasury, Nov 30, 1864, $1,012, ¢
25 471 ordinary receipts dnring the fiscal |
r ending Nov. 50, 1869, §5.241,711 28 ;
tial in Treasury during yeur ending Nov. |
IS5, #6.254.600 65 Disbarsements: |
Uslinary expenses paid during the year
fing Nov. 50, 1369 €2 485,114 27 Loans !
AL redesmed at Treasury, £1090.644 090 |
tans redecmed by the Unmmissioners of the |
Siking Fand, 062,762 09 interest poid |
ot Treasury, $170 655 T4: interest paid by |
Cimmissioners of Sinking Fund, £1,725,
g Total,#4 853,774 16: balance in!
Lreasury, Nov, 30, IS69, &1 400,862 49. i
b will be obsarved from the above, that
rart of the loans and part of the interest |
* raid at the Treasury, and part of both |
e Uommissioners of the Sinking Fund. |
» prodiuces a complicarion of accounts,

P

=hich, inorder to avoid, and o shmplify the
Ynancial statement, | recommend that an.
Loty be given by law to charge the Com !
~toner= with the whole amonnt of the
4o debt, and nl<o with all the meney ap
&

-

s 10 the payment Ilif'\"l‘nl. and lh:ll.
¢ be eredited with ail pavments on |
meipal aud interest of the State debt. |
'I-l_ Lie debis —The following is » statement
wing the nature of the indebtedness of
se Commonweslth, on November 30, 18¢9 : ‘
funded debe vie : 6 per cent,loans, $25,311,-
MRS per cent. loans, $7.207.384 38;
Hperceat loans. $112.000 00; Total, 232..
4 A4S Unlunded debe, viz: Relief

e eirealation, 206,347 00 interest
tes ourstanding, £13.086 52 ; interest
eates unclaimed, $4.448 38 domestic |
TAtors certificates, $44 67 ; Total, #113,- |
amount of publie debt, Nov. 30, |
e $32 514,540 05, The public debt on |
¥ $33,286,947 13, deduet |
Levunt redermed at the Treasury duriog |
* Srar ending Now. 30, 1369, viz: 5 per
ot loans 8472 387 18 relief notes can- |
Ced #1900 : Total, $472.406 18; public |
SN0V S0, 1569, ws nbove, $32,814,540,- |

L

I 868,

_feduetion of the public deb*. —At the.
Sumcncement of the present sdministra-
| indanuary, 1567, the total ontsianding |
Medness of the State was thirty-seven |
: “ven hundred and four thousand, |
ed and nine dollars and seventy- |
Since then, and up to Nov.
[P0 the sum of four million. eight hun-
s and sighty nine thousand, eight hun-
1 and <ixty-eight dollars and cighty-two
* have been paid, and at five per cent.,
U0t §244.493 44, in interest, is an- |
wred to the Commonwealth. Con-
enty, the total amount of indebteduoess
4ot Viwmonwealth on Nov, 30, 1869, was
T two willion, eight hundrad aud four-
°% thousand, five hundréd and forty dol-

M et

and nigety-five cents.
¢ reduetion during the year ending Nov.
(U4 amounts to four hundred and sev-
7w thowsand, four bundred and six
itars aod t'!ghleen cents.
ASSETS IN SINKING FUND.
“;Thq dssets remaining in the Sinking Fand
&= follows, viz: Bonds of the Penn’a

e o8 Company, six million, three hun.
" onsand dellars.  Agrecably toan ast

nation of the fiscal year ending Nov. 30,
1565, tnere wa= an unexpended balance in
the Treasary of 1,012,915 37. [ the sug
gestions  heretofore made hiad  been carried
out. by the investment of one willion of dol
lars, at that time, in the five per cent,
bonds that will fall due July 1, 1570, and
which 1 aw eredibly informed couid then
hove been purchased at something less than
thewr par value,
from Nov. 30, 1865, o July 1, 1860, would
Le seventy-nine thousand, one hwodrod wod
~ixty seven dollars and sixty seven cents,
which has been lost tothe State.  Again,on

the interest on the same, |

|

the dith of Novewber, (869, there was in |

the Treasury an unexpended bulanee of
£1.400.562 49 I one wmillion, lour hun

dred thousand dollars of this sum had been
invested in some kiod of bonds, at
the 1st day of December, 1564, the mierest
fur the seven remainiog months, ending Ju-
Iy 1, 1570, would be 340,533 347 but which,
in conscquence of non-conformity to this
plan, wili be lost to the Commonwealth, [
eannot reiterate too strongly my recommend-
ations on this subject, and would, theretore,
recommend thot a law be pussed wmaking it
the daty of the commissionres of the Siok-
ing Fund to invest ali surplus funds as rap-
idly as they acrue in the Treasury, in the
bonds of the Commonwealth next falling

ae.

1 beg. onece more, to remind the Legisla.
ture that the salary of the State Treasurer
should at least be egual to that of the Gov-
ernor. It is ouly seventeen hurdred dol
lars, a sum entirely lusufieient to command
the services of any respousible wan, who 1s
required to furmsh a bond with good and
approvea surcties. for eighty thousand dol-
lars, sl to run the risk of bandliog at least
five or six millions of dollars per avnam,

without the unlawiul use of State funds,and |

subsidies from sources that dare not be re-
nlnd h 1 h]- b‘_'- v hut' Yl -
vealed to the publie, Decause Lhey are posi

| tively prohibited by law, under penalties of

no ordinary wagnitude. Yet there are bat
few men who have held this office, however
poor they may have been wheu they took
charge of it, who have unot become rich.
There is certainly some advantage o be

ained by the holding ot the position of
gtate Treasurer, unknown to the qubiiu.bul
which readily accounts for the disgracetul
scrawble, and for the political and moral de-
bauchery which the people of this State
seem to be doomed annually to witness, in
the election of thut officer: and because of
the disgrace it brings upoo their represent-
atives, the people hang their heads in indig-
nation aud shame. hen, in the name of
the ’EM people of Pennsylvania, I call up.
on the members of the Legislature, without
distinetion of party to rise above the murky-
ness of the polluted atmosphere of the
post, to the true digoity of manhood and
exalted patriotism, aud purify the election
of Treasurer as well as that of every other
officer within this Commonweaith, and pun-
ish every one who tampers with the purity
of clections, whatever may be his position
or .fretemm And then every one who
shall bave performed his whole duty te sus-
tain the true interests of the State and to
maintain the high :I;nny of her character,
may return unpolluted and with a clear con-

science to his conmstitituents, who will re. |

ceive him with open arms. and the jovfal

Jar, on |

| mitted to grow up in igonomoee and withoaot

vestigation, notwithstanding any objections |
he may have ; suspend the weans to defray |
the operations of she government for the
ensuing vear; or call an extra session of
the Legisluture. It is therefore carncstly |
esired that the appropriation bill be taken
at a sufficiently
early perivd during the session to enable the
Governor to give it that thorough examina
tion its improtance demands,”’

COMMON SCHOOLS,

The peculiar interest which 7 always
wunitesied by the people in the subject of |
education, is an inducement to lay before |
you, more at lengtk than would other !
wise be douve, the privcipal statisties of the |
systew drawn from the report of the Sa |
perintendent of Common Schools

There are within the State 1,471 sehool |
distriets; 13,936 schools; 2,445 graded |
schools ; 12,9 schovl directors; 76 super |
tendents ; 17,142 teachers, and 815,755
pupils. The average evst of tuition for |
each pupil is ninety-seven cents per wonth.

£3,000.704 26, Total cost including ex-
penditares of all kinds during the year, $6,
us6, 145 92 Estiwated walue of school |
property 14,045,632, |

Notwithstandiog the fact that our school |
law was wade general in the year 1548, it is |
remarkable that there still remain five dis-
tricts within the State wineh have not yet
eonformed thereto. Hopes are entertained
that four of these will soon accept the con-
ditious of the law, and the remaining one,
known as the Harmony District, under the
sontrul of the ' Economites,”” having a good
scheol 07 1its own, will probably now sdopt
the publie school system so lvug us the pres
ent orgunization of that society exi«s. [t
i%, therefore, a subject worthy ot hearty
congratalation that our school system has
been =0 unmiversaily adopted by the volunta

ry consent and general aequicscence of the | |

people.

A= wnportant auxiliarics to our common
schools, the Normmal schools are entitled to
assume the front rank. Their fAourishing
condition mag be understaod from the fol
lowing statistics: The whole number of”
students thar have attended the foar Nor-
mal schools is 10,237, of whom 321 have
graduated. During the past year there were
1n these institutions 76 teachiers. and 4,178
stndeuts. Sivee niy last aonual eommuni-
cation, o Siate Normal school has been fully
established and 1ecognized st Blovmnsburg,
Coluwbia county.  bts buildings are of the
moat  fimished amd substantial character,
and 1t commences 1ts earcer under 1he most
auspicious cireumstsnves,  Another is now |
in u state of preparation at California, |
Washingion eounty, znd will probably be
completed daring the enrrent year.

Your attention has been invited to the |
faet that there are about seventy-five thous-
aud children in the Stare that do not attend
schools of any deseription. and who are per

ewployment, and, in manv instances, from
luck of industrinl and educational training |
become not only the vofaries of viee buta |
prolific sonree lrom which the iommiesof
our prisons acd penetentinries are supplied.

The namber of children throughout the
State stiendiog private schools,is estimated
at eighty five thousand.

The aggresate of the eduentional condi-
tion of the ehildren of the Commonwealth,
may be thus stated :  Attending the public
sehools, 815,753 : Arttending private schools,
85.000 : Not attending schouls of any kind, |
75.000: Whole nuwber of children, 975,755, |

The subjeet of non attedance by so large |
a portion of Children, is especially recom-
wended to your consideration. It is true |
economy on the part of the State, if possi- |
ble, to save these children from ingnorance,
vagrancy sud crime.  Doubtless in your as-
sembled wisdom you will be zble to devise
some effectual wode by which this evil ean
be remedied.

Many of the recommendations contzin
ed in the reportof’ the Superintendent are
of the utnost importance, and eminently
deserving of serious attention and Legiila
tive action. The facts above set forth il
lustrate most foreibly the practieal value of
our most admirable common school system,
and bear testimony that eaonot be misun
derstood, to the wisdon: and liberality by |
which it has been conceived and so success- |
fully carried into effeet.

SOLDIERS’ ORPHANS' SCHOOLS,

Attention is invited to the report of the
Superintendent of the Soldiers’ Orphans’ |
Sechools, for the year ending May 31, 1564,
in which is exhibited their condition, cir-
cumstances and expenditures,

The whole number of children admitted |
into those schools, trom their origin to the
31st day ot May. 1869, is four thousand, |
five bundred and nine; of whom three
hundred and seven have been discharged on
order. five hundred and eighteen on age,and
and fifty-three have died ; making a total of
eight hundred and seventy-eight, which
left three thousand, six hundred and thirty-
one in the schools at the end of the year.
Up to May 31,1869, the number of dis.
charges from the schools have exceeded
former estimates by one hundred and seven-
ty-five. The pumber of applications on file |
and not acted on, was seven hundred and |
one; some from every county in the State |
except six. 3 .

The sanitary condition of the children in
these schools has been remarkably good.
And from the foregoing statement 1t ap
pears that during the lour years in which

Fund | exclamation of “‘well dune good and faithful

' It recerves bor pupils only males over the uﬁu
|
¥ |
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they have been in operation, the whole num
ber of deaths bas been less then one-third
of one per cent. per annum.

The entire cost for maintenance, educa-
tion, clothing and gencral expenses, for the
year ending May 31, 13649, differs but little
from the origival estimate of the Saperin-
tendent, and anmounts to £500,971 62, to
pay which there wasan unexpended balavee
of 86,004 74, Appropriated April 11, 1868,
£400.000 00; Appropriated March 13,1869,
£50,000 00 ; Totel 3456 (04 74, Balance un-
provided lor, 1,76 83,

For which sum there should be a special

appropration without delay, to mect the

pressing wants of the teachers of the differ-
ent institutions, who have already becn
compelled to await its payment for more
thun seven months,

In his Jast report the Saperintendent esti-
mated the expenses for the the current year
termwinating May 31, 1870,at $494,700. The
sum appropristed for that year, by act
of April 16, 156w, was $450,000. As the
Saperintendont reports the expenzes will
not materially vary from his estimate, there
will theretors be a deficit of $44.700 tor the
current year, to be provided for during the
present séssion.

For the maintenance of these schools
during the year ending May 31,1871, it is

| estimated that $558.500 will be required,

Which sum I recommenid to be aproprinted,
with th2 posiuve nnderstanding that the
expenditures shiudl not exeesed that amount.
We are admonislied by the sapid expan
sion of the systew, and by the constantly

inereasing desire to obrain admission into |

these schools, that suwme definite Limit should
be deterimine] upon by law, It is theie-
f r+ recoswmended that the indigent chil
dren of Pennsylvania soldiers, who served
in Peoosylyania regunents, and who died
prior to Josoosry 1, 1866, trom wounds re-
ceived or disense contracted in the service
ot the United Stutes during the late war,
shall be Lereatier admitted, and mone oth-
era.

With unspariag patience, well considered

| mea-ures, nud earnc-ing s of purposemuny

defects hayve been eradicated,and the schoois
have been advanced to & more perfeet and
efficient system than that by which they
were at first characterized, an! elevated to
a condition not second o any similar Insti
tutions in the country,  Thrs humane and
philanthropie service 18 being pertformed by
mtelhgent officers and  fuithtul teachers,
which will be wore fully shown by their re
ports, commnnicated for tlee inlormation of
the Legislature.

The establishment of thesa institutions,
where the destitute orphise ebvildren of the

| soldiers who lost their lives in the suppres

sion of the late revellion, are fed, clothed
and edacared at the publie expense, contin-
ves to command the eordial support, ap
proval and encoursgement of our citizens,
and tends to elevate, everywhare, the repu-
tation of Pennsylvania, (the first State to
estublish such schools,) to the highest de
gree, for her justice, patriotism and philan-
thropy.

Most hegeflly have the people endorsed
the past®uction of their representatives
in relation o these schoolsand there exists
not a single doubt but that they will most
cordislly approve all pecessary appropria
tions for the continuasce of the support,
eoueation and gnardine=hip of (hese adopt
ed enildren of the Commonwenlth. To (he
honor, State pride and humanity of the
ogislatnre 15 coufided the guarding and
mainteining these sacred interests, and in
the fuithful discharge of this noble duty.
vou shall receive from me a speeial and
zealoas coneurrence.

AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.

The establishment of this college was un

douhtedly intended as a progressive move-

ment. and under the impression that it |

would contribute much to the easy sequisi-
tion of a combined knowledge of agricul
ture, science and literatare, aml to promote
the practieal education of the indusirial
clusses in the several pursaits of hife. It
has been fostered by the wost liberal legis
lation,and is endowed with t)
Sth), invested in

sylvania bonds, yielding an aggregate inter- |

=t this year of $25.551 00, which has been
puid 1o the trustees of tiie institation.
Fhus far the mosy satisfuctory resalts from

' the workings of the eollege have not been |

realized.  But it isnow under the direction
of a president and si® lesrmed professors

ol lifteen years, qualifited for adwission
a good eommon school education.  There
are in it at present forty five stodents, with
a fair prospeet of n eonsiderable inerease in
number.
pecessaries of life, are there fornished at a
less mate than is genermaliy demanded for
boarding alone, thus affording an extraor-
dinary opportunity to the youth of the
country to acquire an aceownliched eduea.
tion with comparatively small expenditures,
Under these cireumstances the eollege de-
serves the indulgent sywpathy and support
of the people. .

Three experimental farms are connected
with the college. purchased at an aggregate
cost of £43.886 50, One i= located at the

college, one in Indiana eounty, and one in!

Chester ecounty.  Operations have been
commenced upon them under the preseribed
programme of a series of rxpu-r'imen!s- with
promise of complete saccess; the results of
which are to te reported spmally to the
Legisiarure by the Professor of Agricultnre,
It is eonfident iy expected that the record of
these experimental results will prove highly

interesting aud greaily beneficial to the com- |

muuty.
MILITARY.

The military department is one of great

| importance to the honorable history of the
Commonwealth, and to that of her eitizens |

individaally. It is the castodian of all the

| military records of the State,embracing that
of every officer and private soldier, and the |
| history of every wmilitary transaction per

formed by the State for Lthe suppression of
the rebellion. It Las also in its custody all
the regimental, State and National flags
borne by ounr soldiers, and many trophies of
war won by their valor on the field. Al of
which should be sys=tematically aud caretally
preserved and perpetuated.

During the last three vears all the staff
officers rendered necesssacy by the war. and
the different offices established for the con-

venience of the soldiers, bave been discon- |

tinued, and the duties pertormed by them,
as well as the official books and papers.have
been transterred to the Adjutant General's
department. He is. therefore, the only
military officer remaming,to whomw recourse
is zonstantly had for statistics and informa-
tion, not only by the soldiers and their rela-
tives aud attorpeys, but by other States and
the War Department st Washington, All

s=um of §3581,- [
Tnited Stves and Peun- |

Tuition, board and the ordinary |

propriations as have been requested by the |

Adjutant General tor thut ofhee,
An uvnusual wwrtial  setivity  prevails
| throughout the State, but wore particuladly
i Philadelphia. The encouragement which

| has been afforded to the uniformed wilitia

has been responded to with alacrity, and is
|e:hibited as follows: In 1266, there were
! ¢ight volunteer companies; in 1867, thirty-
| eight; in 1863, sixty seven. and in 186Y,0ne

hundred and eighty-four.  No less than one
| hundred and seven eompunies were organi-
| zed during the vear ending Nov. 30, 1860
ol which fifty six are in lg'hilatk-l;-hia., and
tifty-one in other parts of the State. This
| is a smal!l but efficient and well eguipped

force, which, in case of riot, relelion, or|
| other publie danger, would be ready at ones |

| to imperi! itself tor the enforeement o the

lnws, and the protection of the fives and |

property of the etizens, 1o is, tbherefore,

desirable that thie Lavidature should give
the volunteers such practical aid as would,
in sume degree. compensate them for the
time and money expended to maintain their
}U!‘K:llli!atiull-. in which the people are as
mich interested as the volunteers them-
selves,

be found a very interesting doeament, con-
taining muach valuable information and many
Hpporiant suggestions.
of its contents, and such setion therecon ns
seems to be demanded by their importance,
i i=recommended. Gen, D, B. M'Creary has

been clected to membership in one of your |

| houorable bodies, and with his last report
| losing lis valuable services from a position
i he has so ably filled for more than two years,
{ the hope is induleed that the department
r will gain an intelligent and devored friend,
and an able and efficient sdvoeate in the
halls of legi-lation.
MILITARY HISTORY.

The report of the State Historian is de-
serving of your careful attention. In it yom
will ind a detailed account of the operations
of his department frow its eommencement
to the present time. The work entrusted
1o bis care « of no ordinary charncter
and responsibility. requiring talents of a hizh
order, patient mdustry, eareful researehand
unbissed judgment.  The labor to be per-
forwed is numense, and can only be proper
Iy appreciated by those fully nequainted with
its magnitude. It embraces a fuithful ae-
count of all the organizations of Penusviva-
nin troops doring the war ot the rebethon;
the collection and adjustment, in a compre-
hensive form. of each military organization,
and so goprejudiced deseription of all mili
tary tracsactions of importaner, so faras the
volunteers of this State are concerned, in
the camp and in the field. throughouat the
wost terriffic conflict of arms that has ever
ocenrred 1o the history of the world. The
propriety of such a work must be upparent
1o every intelligent citizen of the Common
wealth. Certainly it is due to the citizen
soldiers, who offered their lives n the de
fence of their country, and their nuwes
should. at least, r=cewve a place in the ar-
chives of the State, toward whose honor
and glory their gallant deeds have so largely
contribured,

The work of the Historian, when comple
ted, will embrace four large octavo voluwmes,
in which the nam2 of avery Ponnssivania
volunteer will have its appropriate place.
{ Two of these volumes are already comple
ted, in a manner highly ersditable to the
Commonwenlth. The third is rapidly pro-
gres=ing, and with a genvrous appropriation
on the part of your honorable vody the en
tire history will be executed, if not belore;
saon abrer the close of the prese=mt vear.
Maost other States are publishicg historics
similar to this, aud it is due to the impor-
{ tance of the subject, aud to the eredit of the
State. that Pennsylvania shonld not be be-
i hind in this patiiotic ondertaking.

i HOME FOR DISABLFD SOLDIER®,
| There is, probably, no State in the Amer
iean Umon that has contributed so liberally
toward the support of charitsble and benev-
olent institutions than that of PCunsyivania,
The appropriations annually made for the
of the soldiers’ orphuns’ schools.
| asylumes for the deal and dwmb, blind and
| sane. and meny similar worthy establish
ments in which the poor helpless and other-
wisa [riendless are cared and provided for,
! reflect great eredit upon the Legislatures
who have donated the requisite mcans for
| theirsupport.  But there is one other insti-
tution needed, and the cisims tor which are
more strongly urged by every principle ot
humanity and patriotiem, than any other
now in existence, which has not yet received
the sttention its vast importance imperative-
Iv dewands, i
who have “*horne the buttle”

| benetic

wn defence of
|
| American Union. No men living bave as
| powerful claims upon the generosity and
purturing care of the Commonwealth of
Pennsyivania, as those who,upon the butile
field, fought to protect it sgainst threatened
devastation and destruetion, and who in this
patristic service, endwngered their lives, sae
rificed their health, lost their limbs, aud be-
enme eofechled and dizabled tor lite.  And
vet we daily sce these men, (and who does
pot blush to see them?) to whom we owe
the |;rc-c|'.'atinn ol our Ru]\'El"Hﬂu'!‘lt. the
houtes we enjoy, and almost everything we
possess, hobbling about our streets upon
crutches, with wi=sing libs, and otherwise
so epfecbled as to be entircly unfitted for
| any remunerative employment, begging their
! bread from door to door, or sitting apon the
| corners of the streets turning an organ for
the few pennies the eharitable passer-by may
feel disposed to bestow.  Every oneof these
| helpless men, whose patrictic devotion to
i his eountry has brought him to this deplor-
able condition, is a burning reproach to the
State for whose weltare he has met the most
serious and lamentable of all mislortunes
| Al of them appeal. by their wonads and
destitution, to the people of the Common
wealth for that care which, in sach contin
gencies, was promised to the soldier of the
Union, his widow, and his orphan children.
It i< time that all such promises should be
redeemed. The wonnded and helpless 0l-
[ diers have a clutm upon the State whic
| should not. and eannot be ignored. And 1
do earnestly recommend in their name, and
| in their behalf, that measures be taken by
your honorable hody. te establish for them
a home where they shell be amply provided
I with the necessary comforts ﬂf_ life, and no
longer be compelled 1o be pensioners upon
the seanty charity of the world. This is a
debt the §;m absolutely owes, and no time
should be lost in its honorable liquidation.

INSURANCE DEPARTMENT.

[ In two former communications your at-
tion was ealled to the importanee of estab
| lishing in the State an iasurance departinent

The report of the Adiutant General wil} )

A earcful In’ru:-:ﬂ i

he closed his eareer as Adjutant General. In |

munt importance. as they effectually guard
| the luterests of the insured, and tlnough
their healthy influence, fraonds and spurious
cow panies, so common in Pennsylvania, are
revdered almost impossible. The greatest
benefits wonld certainly aceruc both o the
company aud policy helders, as has already
been demonstruted in the States of New
York and Massachusetts, where the subject
of insurance has received the wost ecareful
study and attention, and been reduced 10 a
‘ science which commands the apprelasion

and confidence of all who seek itsprotection
| The necessity tor such a depariment, with
| “ull powers to organize and examine all i
| surance" companies, is ssnetioned by the
wisdom of experience.  And as [ have here-
tofore remarked, the resule of the proteetion
' thus affirded, is, that whilst foreign com-
panies do an inmense business in this State,
' so livele eonfidence is had 1o these of Penne
! wylvania that their business is almost entire-
y eonfined within the State limits ; and here
foreigo companies maiutain an ascendency.
To this same defivet is attribatabl s the op-
erations of the number of worthless GO -
| mies that have suddenly sprung into exi=t-
+ ence without any solid busis and as sadhlenty
P!(pirml to the ingury of those whose conti
dence they obtained, and to the dishonor of
the Commonwenlth,

Lo view of-these facts, I earnestly repeac
the recommesndation made o the Legislarure
at its st sessign, that an in-urance depare-
ment be estabhist ed,and a sapenotemions
appointed by law. who shall have supervi-ion
and control over ail insurunce eompanies al
lowed to tran=act bustuess withio the Srate,
| The community is deeply interested in this
matter, und demands jegislitive prorestion

Qur luws in relution to lite insurenee cowm-
panvies are defeciive and peed rovicion and
correction. Without the protection referred
to these laws bear unequally upon owr own
and toreign companies. The latter, being
prulct'lud by ll'rl.‘lll[i\'l‘ enachmaent, are &n
abled to trznsact an immense amount of
business within the limits of this Common
weulth, whilst our companies, having no
such proiection, can do but hule in other
States, The eonsequéenee i3, that foreign
campanies can readily afiord to pay a license
of five hundred dollars to conduet their ex-

our compantes would be sorely oppressed by
the imposition of the same license tax o
States w here their eperations are execeding-
Iy limited.  Aud yeu these other Sustes have
retulisted upon our licen~c law, by adopting
its provisions and demanding from our com-
panies the same amount of license in cach
»
ours.  Thi= is not only oppressive to our
own neglected compautes, but it tatls to [ur

uish u just and equitabie revenue from the
various comwpantes for the amount of busi

pess transacted.  The tax should be wade
to bear equally upon all comy anies; whether
home or foreign, and be adjusred propor-
uonately to the extent of thew several oper-
ativns.  This anangewent would be just w
all, oppressive to none.  The aboli-hwent,
theretore, of the lieense law, and the sub

stiturion in its place of a reasonable and
eqaitable tax, would meet the approbation
ul all comipanies, in favor of equnl and ex-
act justice, whether belonging to this or any
other State. At the same time it would in

sure o farzer income to the Treasury.  For

in Penusylvauia. who each pay a license of
five hundred dollars, making the sam of
| o

Not one of these cotpanies would oldect to
| paviug an cqual tax ot say one bali of one

tensive operstions in Penusylvania, whilst |

¢ that we dewand of their conspanics in |

instance, there ave thirny seven life insurance i
companies rom ot her Stntes doing business |

sighteen thonsand and five humdred dollars, |
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ous and dangerous, unguestionably deserves,
renders our winipg system worse thus (hat
of any other country, whilst owr mining in-
terests are unequalled by those of' any other
pa:t of the world.
e wost appalling accidents on record
have been traced to vusate methods of ven
tilatidh, aud more especially to the employ-
went of farnsces at or near the bottom of
the shatts.  Where the turnace is used, and
the smoke carried through a wooden ehim-
noy, it seems almost certain  that, ssoner or
Iaver, by the inevitzble accumulation of soot
or curbon upon the feome work, # must ig-
nite from the ascending sparks or from the
beat of the furnace, und a conflagration en-
sue,  To guard agusinst this it should be
made obiigatory, it the ventilating furnace
be still allowed. to build the chiwuies, the
sides of the shaft, und the buildings sur-
rounding it at the wp with incombustible
materials, Dot even this precaution is not
a sure safeguard, for the fire is inble, nt any
mowment, to commnncate with the * Bee-
dump’ or other gascous vapors, shat, des-
| pite of all known means of prevention, will
generate 2y the best regulated wines, Thre
propriety of dispensing entirely, therefore,
with the turvace, has recorved the serious
consideration of scentific winers and en-
giveers. and the fan in many instances, has
been substted. which being worked by ma-
chinery at the sartace, produces a more eon-
stomt current of mr, dispenses it wmore freely
through the pangways and chumbers, and,
in all respects, accomplishes the ohjeet de-
sred withh better effect ; amd when the
<hint 3 and sorface buildings are five-proof,
without the possiality of danger. This
system of ventilution, with advantages so
paipably obvious, will, no doubt, be univer-
saliy adopied.  But the very nature of
wining - operations subjects them to other
dangers.  The walls aud roofing of the
nmnes, from the effects of blasting and oth-
er causes, hrequently give way and fill up
the gangways so as to render them im passs-
ble = vm the more recent calamity at Stock-
ten, which resulted i the death of wen per-
Hoenee it is absolutely necessary, and
| shonld be imperatively demanded, that eve-
| ry mine should have more thyn a single

avenue of dppress and egress.  Whatever

ayster of veatilation may be spproved, or

salery lamp adopted, the means of eseape
| fiomw the mines, when danger oceurs, will
| deperd  very materially upon the provision
| tor the exit of the miner.

The bea method o f eonstructing, ventila«
ting and working the mives, should be un-
hesitutingly adopted ; and the system -
dopted rigidly enforced. The 1 wquircy there-
fore, into the causes whiclh prodoecd s
sYincking catasteophe—tlie various theones
that have been promulgated concerming 1
the remedics for the prevention of sihwil
occarrences hereafter, the construotion and
ventilution of collieries, and the wodos f
conducting their operntions so that the o
| eratives may prosecute their lahor wihaut
Limperiling thore lives, ure proper sabjecia
for legislative con<ideration,

Such laws as you may enact cam most
cortainly be enforced by enmpetentinspet
ors in the mining distriots, who should be
chosen with strict regard to character,
integrity, capability and seientific koowl-
elge; and whose da ies shonld be so speci'-
ically defived that they cannot be misuoder-
st

I. therefore, most respectfully and earn-
estly recommend that this whole subjee:
reecive the attention its importanee de
mands, and that » Iaw be passed, so genern)
in ifs character and 2o stringent in its pro-
vistons, that the prople of this Common-
[ wealth wiil nevar again be appalled a

=N«

] per eent. upon the amount of their business,

Chis, in the ageregate of the thirty-seven | calamity. within her limits, so sad ss thae
companies, is more than five willions of dol- | of Avondale.

lar=. on which « tax of onehalf of one per | BOARD OF PUBLE CHARITIES.

cent. would be twenty-live thousand dollars, | [ goeordance with an sct of the Iast
increasing the revenue of the State from | Legislature, s Bosrd of Public Charities

This is a home tor the soldiers |

the honor, integrity snd perpetuity of the |

this souree more than six thousand dollars,
and at the same time equalizing the tax in
aceordances with the business done anl profits
red '.'i‘-"‘ﬂ]. .'\IJ efficient I.IW‘ (‘-';t!a!i-h:.u.’ an
[n-urance Depurtment, such as is recom-
wended, would meet this and all matzars
connected with the suljeer of nsurance, in
all 1t2 Lranches.
THE AVONDALE DISASTER.

The recent disaster in the Avondale Conl
Mine, in Luzerne county.is still fresh in the
mind- of the people. b cavsed a thrill of
horror to spresd throoghout the country.and
even in Earope it has been productive of tho
most painful emations and deepest  sorrow
for the sofferers.
had been meeustomed to regard the occupa
tion of the miner as one of ordinary charae-
ter.now look upon it as fraught with danzer,

about to pursae their perilous occupation,
| with fearful forbodings. And even the sturdy
| miner himself, treinbles a* his dangerous

has hitherto been a mﬂln::l.
The history of this terrille calamity secms

the 6th of Beptember last, one hundred and
eight men entered the Avondale Mine 1o
prosecute their avoeation. Nowe of thom
anticipated danger as they descended the
fatnl «haft; pot one supposed that he was
antering a tomb in which ba was doomed to
be buried alive.  But the destroying aneel
bovered over them, and the shaft,constructed
principally of eombustible materials, having
becowe iguited from some cause, volu unde
termined, was soon 8 sheet ol ﬁnlul'. and
buge burning timbers came tumbling from
aliove, choking up with fire and smoke the
only avenue ol escape. Senable of lI.u.‘Il"
peril,the unfortunate men sought a pluce of
safety, but it was not found. _
suceor. but no earthly arm could give them
help : hopeless they huddled together, and
elasped in each others arms. met ‘death in
oneof its most frightful and agonizivg forms.
W hil st this feariul scene was transpiring
below, the immense wooden structure above
the shaft took fire, and burning with fright
ful rapidity. was soun redeeed to a crumbiing
wiuss,  Thousands of men. women and chil
dren soon-surrounded the place, and being
unahle to afford the sightest relief 1o their
suffering friends Lelow, filled the air with
lamentations, apra'ling even to the stoutest
hearts. Never before was a scene more
| heart-rending witnessed within the limits of

| this Commonwealth, and it is trusted that |

through your prompt and efficicat logislative
action. another such will never be permitted
to oocur.

| The mrines in many cases are constructed
! and managed in the most selfish and passi-
| monicus manner, the cwners exaeting the
I largest amount of profit from them, like
| that of Avondale, are nothing but under-
| rmund man-traps, without nnlg other out-
| a

ers than wooden chimnies, these con-
stantly liable to becowe blazing voleances.
through which escape is impossible. The

these ecircumstances, convected with the  siwilsr to those existing in other States. | lives of"S0 useful a class of men as our

present flourishing conditionof the volunteer
militia in the State, induee me to request
the contiouance of legislative favor for the
Ad utant General's department, and that it
way be zguerously supplied gith such ap

| But the Logislature has thus far failed to

| give the subject that consideration which
| interests of such magnitude to the people
l s
seem to demand. Insurance departments in
< some of the States are regar of para-

miners should not, and must not be permit-
i ted to be thus sacrificed upon the
| human cupidity. Yet s reprehensible ne-

glect to give them that protection by law
which theis valuable survices, at best labori

Women aod chddren wno |

and part with reltives and [riends, when |

| ealling.and demands greater protestion than |

to be as tollows: Eariy on the mornmg of |

They eried for |

the altar of |

has been appointed, consisting of the tol-
| lowing  gentlemen, viz:  Gen. Thomas L.
Kane. for five years: F. B. Peaniman, Esq.,

(four  years; Hon. G. Dawson Coleman,
| three years; Goerge L. Harrison, Esq., two
years;  und one vear. The
toard oreauizel Ly eleing Gon Kane,

Presidont, and Hoov. Wilner Worthington,
| Recretary and General Agent. From the
L establishment ot this board, and especially

from the hizh characterand qualiffeations of
the gentlemen who have eonsented to as-
sutpe its nmporiunt trusts aod responsibili-
tes, we have reason 1o hope for the most

! beneficial resulis.  This ehange in the man-
agement of our charituble affairs is deem-
ed of the highest 1mportance by many per-
ons intimately sonversant with the work -
ings und management of rthese institutions.

A thoroueh veview of all the establizsh-
| ments receiving appaoprintions from the
State by rhis board, will give an assnrance
to the legislature and the people, which
they have never herctofore possessed, that
their benefactions will be worthily bestowed
and properly employed.

Sowme time during the present session,the
board will present to the Legislature, are
port of the eondition and requirements of
the various inststutions that have been re-
cipients from the Srate, with such recom-
mendations as may be decmed necessary ;
amd, therctore, no information concerning
thew, exeept the annual reports of the sn-
perintendents will at present be laid before
vou.

’ GEOLOGICAL SURVEY.

Muanp prowminent eitizens have represented
| that there exists great npecessity for a wore

complete geological and minerlogical survey
of the State than now exists,

There is no doubt but the developments
of winerul wealth that would result from
such a survey would be immense, and the
benefieinl returns to the Staie would many
times more than reimbarse the Treasury for
the expenses atending it, ineluding the
printing of reports, maps, &e., sufficient for
the information of the people.

Should the Legislature eoncur in these
views anid pass a law authorizing such a sur-
vey, it will meet with Executive approval.

INSPECTION OF GAS.

At the last session a law was passed oren-
ting the office of inspector of gas nictres for
the county of Allegheny ; and in accordance
therewith, 1 have appoinied an inspector
possessing the nesessary scientific qualifiea-
Linns.

The necessity for such a Jaw has been long
| and extensively felt, and it has been ear
nestly demanded by a large number of high-
Iy respectable eitizens, whose opinions are
eminently worthy of eonsideration. I there-
fore respectfully recommend that the just
and equitable provisions of the Allegheny
eounty law be extended to other eounties in
| which gas is lLirge'y comsumed.
| REVISION OF THE CIVIL CODE.

The law onthis subject does uot contem -
plate a full report from the Commissioners
to revive the general statutes of the State,
before the session of 1571, [+ may, how-
cve", ba important to state that this work
has so far p as to make it almose
cettain that it will be completed sud ady
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